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FOR THE SECRETARY FROM TODMAN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, BL 

SUB J : REPLY TO LETTER ON U.S. PRISONERS FROM MEMBERS 
OF SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

1 . SUGGEST THE FOLLOWING BE INCORPORATED IN YOUR REPLY TO 
LETTER OF MAY 12 ON U.S. PRISONERS FROM SENATE FOREIGN 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE: 

2. YOUR CONCERN OVER THE AMERICANS IMPRISONED IN BOLIVIA 
IS SHARED BY ME, BY THE STAFF OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
AND BY THE U.S. EMBASSY AT LA PAZ. 

3. YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT PRIOR TO JANUARY OF THIS YEAR 
THERE WAS IN EFFECT A BOLIVIAN NARCOTICS LAW WHICH 
PROVIDED EXTREMELY SEVERE SENTENCES FOR BOTH POSSESSION 
AND TRAFFICKING. ANTICIPATING A NEW AND LESS HARSH 
NARCOTICS LAW MOST PRISONERS AND THEIR ATTORNEYS DID NOT 
PRESS IN 1975-76 FOR PROMPT TRIALS. 

4. UPON PROMULGATION OF THE NEW LAW ON JANUARY 25, THE 
SITUATION CHANGED, SENTENCES FOR POSSESSION WERE REDUCED 
TO A MORE REASONABLE 2-8 YEARS AND OUR EMBASSY BEGAN 

AN INTENSIVE CAMPAIGN TO EXPEDITE THE TRIAL HEARINGS 
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FOR THE U.S. PRISONERS. AMBASSADOR STEDMAN, CONSUL 
MILBURN AND OTHERS OF THE EMBASSY STAFF HAVE BEEN INVOLVED 
IN INTENSE AND CONSTANT EFFORT WITH BOLIVIAN AUTHORITIES TO SPEED 
UP THE TRIAL, TALKS HAVE BEEN HELD WITH PRESIDENT BANZER, 

CABINET MEMBERS, THE SUBSECRETARY OF JUSTICE AND OTHERS 
AS A RESULT OF WHICH THE NUMBER AND FREQUENCY OF HEARINGS 
HAS BEEN GREATLY INCREASED. IN ONE CASE INVOLVING FOUR 
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AMERICANS, SENTENCE HAS BEEN PASSED AND IS BEING REVIEWED 
BY THE DISTRICT COURT. ONE AMERICAN, MICHELLE FRYER, HAS 
BEEN RELEASED FOR LACK OF EVIDENCE, AND THREE OR 
FOUR OTHER CASES INVOLVING A NUMBER OF THE OTHER U.S. 

PRISONERS ARE IN THEIR FINAL STAGES. 

5. IT IS CORRECT THAT AT THE TIME OF THEIR ARREST, A 
FEW PRISONERS WERE SUBIECT TO MISTREATMENT AND 
BEATINGS WITHOUT THE EMBASSY'S KNOWLEDGE. SUCH 
INCIDENTS HAVE NOT BEEN REPEATED FOR MANY MONTHS AND 
WE HAVE NO INDICATIONS OR COMPLAINTS THAT PHYSICAL ABUSE 
IS NOW OCCURING. MEDICAL AND DENTAL TREATMENT IN BOLIVIAN 
PRISONS IS NORMALLY DEFICIENT OR NON-EXISTENT BUT WE 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN PERMISSION FOR U.S. PRISONERS TO 
LEAVE THE PRISONS FOR MEDICAL AND DENTAL TREATMENT WHEN 
REQUESTED BY THE PRISONERS. SUCH PERMISSION 

HAS BEEN MUCH MORE READILY FORTHCOMING IN THE PAST FEW 
MONTHS AS A RESULT OF PRESSURE AND REPRESENTATION BY 
OUR CONSUL AND OTHER STAFF MEMBERS. 

6. THE PRISONERS ARE VISITED REGULARLY, USUALLY TWICE 
A WEEK BY CONSULAR OFFICERS; MORE OFTEN IF THERE ARE 
INDICATIONS THAT A PRISONER IS TROUBLED. PRISONERS ARE ALSO ABLE 
TO ASK THE CONSULS TO COME AND SEE THEM IF THEY HAVE A 
SPECIAL REQUEST OR PROBLEM. IN ADDITION, OTHER MEMBERS 

OF THE STAFF AND OF THE ENGLISH SPEAKING COMMUNITY IN LA PAZ, 
SUCH AS MISSIONARIES AND TEACHERS AT THE AMERICAN SCHOOL 
VISIT THE PRISONERS REGULARLY. 
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7. DURING HIS VISIT TO LA PAZ THIS WEEK, ASST. SECRETARY 
TODMAN DISCUSSED THIS SITUATION WITH THE HIGHEST OFFICIALS 

OF THE BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT AND WITH AMBASSADOR STEDMAN AND 
MEMBERS OF OUR EMBASSY STAFF. HE ASSURES ME OF HIS 
CONVICTION THAT THE AMBASSADOR, CONSUL MILBURN AND THE 
EMBASSY STAFF AS A WHOLE HAVE DONE AND CONTINUE TO DO 
EVERYTHING WITH THEIR RESOURCES TO SPEED UP JUDICIAL 
PROCEDURES AND TO ASSURE THE WELFARE OF THE PRISONERS. 

8. YOU MAY BE SURE THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO GIVE THIS 
MATTER THE CLOSEST ATTENTION AND MAKE EVERY EFFORT TOWARD 
A PROMPT RESOLUTION OF THE CASES OF ALL THE U.S. PRISONERS. 
STEDMAN 
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